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ARTIST EMPLOYMENT IN 1987

1,503,000 Americans were employed in eleven artist occupational groups in

1987--an increase of 4.5 percent (64,000 persons) from 1986--according to data

released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) tn January 1988. This was

more than  double "the employment qgrowth in artist ‘occupations recorded in

1986. Employment growth in 1987 for all Professional Spetialty Occupations
- and for All Civilian Workers was 3.7 percent and 2.6 percent, respectively.

The combined unemployment rate for artist occupations decreased 0.6 percent
from 4.1 percent in 1986 t¢o 3.5 percent in 1987. The decrease in the
unemployment rate for the combined artist groups was larger than that for
Professional Specialty Occupations (0.2 percent), but not as large as that for
A1l Civilian Workers (0.8 percent). '

Among the individual artist occupations, unemployment rates increased for
actors/directors, musicians/composers, painters/sculiptors/craft artists/artist
printmakers, and photographers; but decreased for the occupations of
announcers, architects, authors, designers, teachers of art, drama and music
(higher ed.), and artists not elsewhere classified. Unemployment rates for
dancers were not calculated because the number of persons in this occupation
group is too small for reliable estimates.

The 1987 artist 1labor force (1,558,000 employed and unemployed artists)
increased by 3.9 percent from 1986. This increase was greater than the change

for Professional Speciality Occupations (3.5 percent) and for All Civilian
Workers (1.7 percent).

Employment Trends

Overall civilian employment has increased rapidly since 1983 and unemployment
has deciined as the national economy continued its expansion and recovery from
the 1981-82 recession. Employment among the combined artist occupations also
increased since 1983 (the first year in which the present c¢lassification
system was used), and at a pace (22.9 percent) nearly twice that of total
civilian employment (11.5 percent). Professional Speciality Occupations
employment increased 12.5 percent between 1983 and 1987. The unemployment
rate for All Civilian Workers declined from 9.6 percent in 1983 to 6.2 percent
in 1987, for Professional Speciality Occupations the decline was from 3.0 to
2.0 percent and for artists the decline was from 6.0 to 3.5 percent.
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The employment trends since 1983 for individual artist occupational groups
were somewhat mixed. Teachers of art, drama and musi¢ Chigher ed.), for -
example, showed a decline in employment of nearly 5 percent from 1983 to
1987. On the other hand, employment for Doth dancers and announcers increased
by over 50 percent during this time period. For actors and directors the
increase was 47 percent. The following paragraphs describe in more detail the
changes for the individual artist occupation groups over the last year and
over the five year period from 1983 to 1987.

Actors and Directors - HWhile the unemployment rate for this group
increased between .1986 and 1987, from 7.7 percent to.9.8 percent, the 1987
rate was substantially below the 1983 rate of 15.7 percent. Furthermore,

* the numbher of employed actors and directors in- 1987 (88,000) was 46.7
percent greater than the number employed in 1983.. The actors and.
directors ltabor force grew by 38 percent from 1983 to 1887.

Announcers - The unemployment rate for announcers declined from 5.9
percent - in 1986 to 4.7 percent in ‘1987 and ‘the ~number of -employed
announcers increased from 55,000 to 59,000. Since 1983, the number of.
employed announcers has. increased by over 55 percent--the largest
percentage increase in employment among artist occupations. The
unemployment rate for announcers decreased from 6.7 percent to 4.7 percent
over the period.

Architects - Employment for architects rose to 135,000 in 1987, an
increase of 3,000 from 1986; and unemployment was 1,000, down by 2,000.
Consequently, the unemployment vrate for architects declined from 1.9
percent to 1.0 percent in 1987. Since 1983, employment among architects
has increased 31 percent, while unemployment has deciined by 80 percent.
This has resulted in a dramatic decline in their unemployment rate--from
4.3 percent in 1983 to ) percent in 1987. It should be remembered that
the employment of architects follows general business cycies to an
important degree and 1983 was a year of high unemployment nationally as a
result of the 1981-82 recession.

Authors - The number of employed authors increased from 75,000 to 85,000
in 1987. Unemployment among authors deciined from 2,000 to 1,000. This
resulted in a substantial unemployment rate deciine--from 2.6 percent to
0.8 percent. The number of employed authors rose from 62,000 in 1983 to
85,000 in 1987, and their unemployment rate declined from 2.5 percent in
1983 to 0.8 percent in 1987. 1t should be noted, however, that much of
the employment in this occupation is seif-employment and often is at low
earnings levels.
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Dancers - The employment level for dancers did not change over the year
and remained at 15,000 in 1987. However, this was 30 percent higher than
the employment level for dancers in 1983. The labor force for dancers
also increased substantially--from 12,000 in 1983 to 16,000 in 1987. The
sampling error is large for dancers because of the extremely small size of
this occupation group (less than half thé labor force size of the next
smallest artist occupation). As a result, reliable estimates of
unemployment rates for dancers are not possible from this data base.

Designers - The number of employed designers rose by almost 10 pércent
between 1986 and 1987--increasing from . 484,000 in 1986 to 531,000 .in -

1987.: Unemployment -among designers declined from 20,000 -in 1986 to 15,000 -

in 1987. As a-result, the unemployment rate dropped from 4.0 percent to
2.7 percent. Since 1983, the number of employed deésigners has increased

by more -than‘one-third and the number- of unemployed designeérs-has declined

by almost- a third. This resulted in a steep decline in unemplioyment rate
from 5.2 percent to 2.7 percent.

“Musician/Composers - The number of employed musicians/composers fncreased
from 164,000 in 1986 to 169,000 in .1987. The number of unemployed

musicians, however, also rose from 7,000 to 8,000. This resulted in an

increase in the unemployment rate for musicians/composers from 3.9 percent

to 4.7 percent. ‘Not only did the unemployment rate for

musicians/composers increase over the year, but musicidans/composers had

one of the smallest increases in employment among artist occupations since
1983. 14,000 more musician/composers were - employed - in 1987 than  in

1983--an increase of only 9 percent. The number of unemployed musictans
did, however, decline by almost 47 percent. - Their .unemployment rate in
1983 was 8.6 percent compared to 4.7 percent in 1987. i s

Painters/Sculptors/Craft Artists/Artist Printmakers - 191,000 painters/

sculptors... were employed in 1987 c¢ompared with 189,000 in 1986.
Unemployment among painters/sculptors... also increased by the same
amount. The unemployment rate rose from 2.7 percent to 3.4 percent
between 1986 and 1987. Furthermore, painters/sculptors... was the only
artist occupation group to have a higher unemployment rate in 1987 than in
1983. The number of unemployed painters/sculptors... rose between 1983
and 1987 from 6,000 to 7,000. The increase fin employment for
painters/sculptors over this five year period was only 5,000, less than 3

percent. As for authors, there is substantial self-employment in this
occupation at low earnings levels.

Photographers - Photographers not only had a drop in employment over the
year from 127,000 in 1986 and to 126,000 in 1987, but also a 25 percent
increase in the number unemployed. This was the only artist occupation
that had both a drop in employment and an increase in unemployment over
the year. As a result, the unemployment rate for photographers increased
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from 2.7 percent in 1986 to 4.0 percent in 1387. Since 1983, however,
photographers have shown an increase in employment, although not as.large
as in many other artist occupations. Employment for photographers
increased by 11.5 percent over the five year period (from 118,000 to
126,000) and unemployment decreased by. 17 percent (from 6,000 to 5,000).
This resulted in a decline in the unemployment rate for photographers from
5 percent to 4 percent. '

Teachers of Art, Drama, and Music (higher ed.) - The employment situation
 for teachers of art, drama, and music in institutions of higher education
~was. essentially unchanged in 1987 .compared..to 1986. Their unemployment

rate declined slightly from 1.9 percent to 1.6 percent as did the number. . -

of employed teachers from 42,000 to 40,000. Similarly, from 1983 to 1987

- there was very little change. The unemployment rate for-teachers of art,
drama and music dropped only slightly from 2.2 percent to 1.6 percent over
the time period. Their employment level in 1987 (40,000 was slightly
below their 1983 level (42,000). :

‘Other  Artists (not elsewhere classified) ~ - Employment deciined
substantially for other artists (not elsewhere classified) from 1986 to
1987. 6,000 fewer persons were employed in this broad occupation group in
1987 that includes such diverse artists as puppeteers, magicians,
acrobatic performers, etc. However, the number of unemployed persons in
this category declined by an even larger percentage (50 percent) than the
number empioyed (8.6 percent). This resuited in a drop in thelr
unemployment rate from 7.8 percent to 4.5 percent. Since 1983, only 3,000
additional jobs became available in this occupation group, an increase of
less than 5 percent. Unemployment among this group, however, was 40
percent Tower in 1987 than in 1983.

CAVEATS: This Research Diviston Note on artist employment trends ts the fifth
employing the new Occupational Classification System put into effect in the
Current Population Survey in 1983. The changes improve the consistency and
accuracy of the artist occupational groups. Care should be used in comparing
these data with data from earlier years in Research Division Reports and Notes
when the previous Occupational Classification System was in effect (see
Research Division Note #7).



Table 1. Artist Labor Yorce, Employment snd Unemplopment
1983, 1984, 1385, 1988, and 1987

— Occupation 1987 — 1906 _ . jess  __jose  _ jmgy
Zotel. Ml civiljse workers 119,863,000 117,834,000 jis.462.000 112,344,000 113,350,000
Ewployed 117, 440,000 109,597,000 07,130,000 105,005,000 100,834,000
Unemployed 7,425,000 8,237,000 8,312,000 5,539,000 10,717,000
Unimploysent rata 6.2% 7.0% 1< § 1.5% .
iopgl it
Qesypation 14,726,000 14,228,000 13,945,000 313,629,000 13,219,009
Ewmployed 14,426,000 12,411,000 13,830,000 11,286,000 12,820,000
Unemployed . 300,000 L7, 000 114,000 243,000 139,000
Unemployment rate 2.0% z2.x 2.7% 2.5% 3.or
—1.,J38,000 1,300,000 _ } 432,000 —l.418,000
Enployed 1,503,000 1,439,000 1,411,000 ) 1,351,000 1,223,000
Unemployed 55,000 41,000 1,000 67,000 78,000
Ussmployment vete 1.7% 4.1% 5.08 AR &0
£ — 9000 ____93.000 ___ 3].000 100 | 21,000
Employsd 25,000 4,000 17,000 2,000 0,000
Unemployed 10,000 7,000 14,000 10,000 11,000
Oneuployment rate L% 3 LI 8 I5.a% . is.n
— 38000 __  si,00p 39,000 41,900
Employed 59,000 55.000 51,000 53,000 38,000, .
Unemplorment 3,000 3,000 3,006 7 4,000 3,000
Vnemploymant rats am 5.9 5.9% .25 ‘7%
Arshitects ' — 136,000 __ 135,000 __ 133,000 ___ 309,000 . 108,000
. . Employed  13%,000 132,000 130,000 107,000 103,000 -
Unemployed 1,000 3,000 3,000 2,000 5,000
Usnamployment rate 1.0 1. 1% - L. 4.3%
Anghors 86,000 77,000 11,000 72,000 $4,000
Imployed 85,000 15,000 10,600 71,000 #2,000
Unwimployed . 1,000 2,000 o L0 1,000 7,000 .
Unemploymant rata : ) N . ) 2.4% 1.4% N 2.5%
Dangersy 16,900 18,000 __ 17,000 14,000 i2.000
Tmployed 15,000 15,000 15,000 12,000 10,000
Unemployed = & x = H
insmplopment Tate = bl x L =
546, 000 304, 000 S04, 000 4 415
Employed 331,000 AR4 000 404,000 448,000 393,000
Tasmployed 15,000 20,000 0,000 18,000 22,000
Uneaployment rate 2. 4.0% K3 .n ..
Mesiciswn/Composegs — 121000 171,000 __ 163,000 _ 174,000 _ 170,000
Enployed 169,000 164,000 132,000 161,000 133,000
Unsaployed 5,000 7.000 11,000 13,000 13,000
Unemploymant tate 4.7 . #.5% - . 3 1.5
Raintare/Scylptorys
Craft Artistpspmd . .

: —193,000 ___ 194,000 ___ 707,000 —220,000 ___ 197,000
Eaployed 191,000 139,000 200, 000 212,000 1¥6,000
Unimployad 7,000 3,000 1,000 2,000 &,000
Ueemploymant rate .Y . 3.I% 3.5% n

131,000 131,000

Employed 126,000 137,000 12%,000 123,000 113,000
Unemployed 3,000 4,000 5,000 5,000 &,900
Vasmpioyment rate 4.0L .1 3.5% 3.N 308

Ivechers of ary, Drome,

sng Music (higher o4 } A).000 43,000 _ 62,000 ___ 4].000° _ 43,600
Eaployed 40,000 42,000 41,000 40,000 42,000
Unsmployed 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Usemployment rate 1.6% i.n 1.4% 1. .18

Lkl $7,.000 76,000 5,000 57,000 5, 000

Bployed 84,000 70,000 62,000 54,000 $1,000
Unsmployad 3,000 &,000 4,000 3,000 5,800
Unsuployeant rate 4.58 1.0% 5.4% 5.5 1.1%
" Dats base is too small for reliable sstimets

= Not slesvhere classifiod

A1l the -pl Tates sh iz the fable (with the srception of the rates for "All Artists')

were ulctht.‘-b] the Bureaw of Labor Statistics wilng marownded dets, Tharsfore, talcalating

Inmmploymeat rates usisg the rousded lavels for ssmmployed and lebor force shows in the tadls may
¥isld slightly 4iffarent vetes.

Sowree: Unpeblished datas provided by tha Survan of Labor Fatistics.

Research Division
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Table 2.

Qecypation

[+34 ] ¥
Eaployed
Ynemployed
UVnsuploymest rate

Professions] Specia]ity
Qccupation
Eaployed
Unemp loyed
Unemployment vate

ALY Artigty -
Exployed
Unemployed
Unesployment rate

Aetors and D r
Paplioysd
Uneng:layed
Unwmploymest rate

Rmployed
Uneaployaset
© Unemploysiat rate

Architeste
Exployed
Unammp Loyed
- Usemploymsst vate

dothory
Employsd
Unemployed
Pammploynent rate

Baploysd !
Unwmployed
Unemployment rate

Employed
Unemployed
Uneaploymmnt cvate

ang
" Employed
Uneaployed
Unemployment rate

Patstere/Scalptopss

A A /

L 3
Eaployed
Unamp koyed
Unsmployment rate

X
Employad
Unsmployed
Unamployment rats

Teachery of Art, Drepe.
ang Besic (hixher o)

UVnwmployed
Ussmployment rate

: ]
Employed
Uasmployed
Unemployment rate

T

Trands in Artist Labor Torce,

Changwe, ie86—1e8Y
— Level = Fercentape
+2,031,000 +1.7
+2,843 000 +2.4
-812,000 -39
- -11.4
+498,000 +3.3
+31%, 000 +3.7
~17,000 -5.4
~. 7% -%.1
+58,000 +3.9
+64 000 4.5
-8,000 -5.8
-.4% -9%.8
+5,000 +5.4
+1,000 «2.3
+3,000 *35.4
+2.1% +21.3
&, 000 +&.9
+4& , 000 +7.3
2% o703
+1,000 N
+3,000 +2.3
~2,000 -66_7
3 47,4
+%,000 +11.7
«10,000 +13.3
-1,000 -50.0
-1.:,; -6%.2
-2 ,000 -11.1
. -
x =
42 000 +#.3
+47,000 +9.2
-5,000 ~-25.0
-1.3% -3z.5
+6, 000 +3.5
. +5,000 +3.1
+1,000 +14.3
+. 8% +20.5
+4,000 +2.1
+2,000 +1.1
«2 ,000 +40.0
+. 7% +25.%
-1,000 -8
+1,000 +25.0
+1.3% +45.0
~2,000 -4,.7
-2 4000 4.0
- % ~15.9
-9,000 -11.8
-6&,000 -5.6
-3,000 =50.0
-3.3% -42.3

* Deta base i too wmall for reliable sstimate
5% Nob alsewhers classified
= Isdicstes no change occmrred.

ALl the wnempl

; t vates
warTe calcwlated by the Bureaw of Labor Ftatist
sammployeent raten wring the

b a2 the table

rield slitghtly diffarent Tates.

Source:

Enployment and Unewployment

hange
-

8,315,000
411,606,000
=-3,292,000
-3.4%

+1,3507,000
+1,506,000
-9%,000
-1.0L

+257,000
+200,000
-23,000
~2.3%

+17,000
+28.,000
~1,000
-3.7

*21,000
+21,000

Co=2.0L

+218,000
+32,000
~4,000
-3.

+22, 000
+23,000
=1,000
-1.7%

+4 ,000
+5,000

+131.,.000
+13%,000
=F,000
=-2.5¢

+7,000
+14 060
~1,000

=-3.9%

+6,000
+5,000
+1,000

+. 1%

+12,000
*13,000
=1,000
=-1.00

=-2.000
-2,000

+1,000
+3.000
-2.,000

-2.8%

$53-14a7

Eevcontage

+1.5
+11.8
-30.7
-35.4

+11. 4
+12.%
-24._8
-33.3

+19.2
+22.%
~29.%
-35.3

*38.0
+46.7

-%.1
~31.6

+51.2
+35.3

~29.%

+25.%
+31.1

S N

~-76.7

134 4
+37.1
-50.0
-65.0

+33.1

+50.0
=

+31.6
+35.1
-31.8
-48.1

4.1
+9.0
-46.7
-45.4&

+3.1}
2.7
+146.7
+3.0

+10.1
+11.5
-16.7
-20.0

(rith the exception of the rates for *All Artigey")

ics wring enrownded dats.
Townded lewwls for szsmployed and labor €

Uapablished date provided by the Buress of Labor Ztetistics.
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